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LOTTING FOR A THRONE?
President Yuan China Denounced Former

Minister Justice, Who, Commenting Official
Brands Yuan as a Traitor

A remarkable story of the secret manoeuvring whereby President
Yuan Shih-k'a- i had himself elected Emperor of China last fall an
offer he has since refused is told in a blue, covered pamphlet that
has come to THE SUNDAY SUN from Shanghai.

It is entitled "The People's Will A Comment on the
Secrtt Telegrams of the Yuan Government." The author is Liang
Ch'i-Ch'ia- who helped Yuan to found the Chinese republic and was
Minister of Justice under the President, whom he now denounces as
1 "cowardly usurper," " traitor to the law of the land," a man who
"his used every means to destroy the morality of the entire people,"
mi "an arch enemy of humanity according to any moral code."

President Yuan and his official family have consistently declared
that the restoration of monarchical government was overwhelmingly
demanded by the people. Yet, according to his former intimate, Liang
Ch'i Ch'iao. the campaign that resulted in Yuan's election as Emperor
by the ncneral convention of citizens was engineered from the start
by Yuan himself, and the convention was packed by boss methods
which went beyond anything that American politicians have devised.

To support his assertions, Liang offers secret telegrams which the
Pekin Government sent to the military and civil provincial governors,
telling them that the task of the convention would be the election of
President Yuan as Emperor and instructing them how to pick the
delegates. Liang's exposure, published in English and Chinese, is
being privately circulated in China. No word of it has been printed
in this country before.

Liang Ch'i-Ch'ia- o is accepted as one of China's most brilliant
and progressive leaders. He was a moving spirit in the attempt of
the late Emperor Kuang Hsu to govern China along progressive lines.
When the Emperor was imprisoned in 1898 Liang fled to Tokio with a
price on his head. There he continued the publication of the first
Chinese daily newspaper, which he founded.

Upon the overthrow of the Manchus he was recalled to China to
help in forming the republic. He was Minister of Justice in the
Cabinet of Hsiung Hsi-lin- g. Retaining his Cabinet post under Presi-
dent Yuan Shih-k'a- i, he was also Comptroller of the Currency and
director of the Department of Currency Reform. And now he is
heart and soul m believer in the rebellion of the southern provinces
against Yuan, which was not quelled by Yuan's decision to renounce
the Emperor's crown. Parts of his pamphlet are presented herewith.

By LIANG CH'I-CH'IA- I Again, the text of the petitions from
Former Minister of Justice in the Provinces was drawn by Tuan Chi- -

Cabinet of President
itian Shih-k'a- i.

the agitation for a
DURING In the form of Govern-

ment the discussion
seas but Tuan'a own discussion, tho

approval wan but Yuan's own
approval, the petition wai but
Tuan'i own petition, the vot-l- :r

was but Tuan'a own voting, the
nomination waa but Tuan'a own

tomlnaUon. 80 much la obvioua to
Wth ChbMM and foreign observant.
NevarthtleM Tuan flatters himself that
tea svertd can be easily Imposed upon

o4 haa artfully disowned everything
Ten to this day.
Hspptly the secret telegrams from

tt Ptkln Government to the military
nl etil governors of the provlncea

kv been divulged. They bear the dates
f tending and the names and seals of

tli senders. Photographic copies, of
thi same have been circulated by the
Yunnan military government. Such
being trm case, It Is Impossible for
Tun and his cabal to suppress them,
even If they had 10.000 hands, nor to
P1 "not guilty" even If they hnd
lO.Of'O mouths. 1 beseech my fellow
'O'Jntrjmen. young and old, and every
member of the human race to open
tl.eir ejes and see and close their eyes

n4 'hlnk what wrongs have been done,
what crimes have been perpetrated and

" the culprit continues to go about
arn.wntly In broad daylight without
let or hindrance.

In support of my assertion I will
lor.t out the Impoitant points In the
"net telegram-- . On September 2G,
W': Sun a member of
Vua.s Administrative Council, wired:

"A nw method for obtaining the
Por.( will has to lie devised. The
WHu v and civil governors and the
m 'an onimundants of the pryvliices

rc rnpitned tn C!)11 an extraordinary
rr.Mt.ng nf the General Convention of
the ( ' ren. , which each district Is
to b leprc-ente- d by one person to be

.ec e,) from among the gentry or
common people of tile district who are
res.dtni; in the provincial capital."

'Jn Spt"mber 27 the Society for the
Innervation of Peace and the Pro-!nc,-

Delegation at Pekin wired:
"In order to clothe the proceedings
!th an appearance of regularity the

representatives of the districts, though
f tr ire really appointed by the high- -

military and civil officials of the
bovine, should still be nominally

cted by the districts "
A telegram from Tuan Chl-lcw-

Military Governor of Mukden, darted
lAtiBust 30, reads:

'Tiie first step to be taken be now
b decided. We propose that petit-

ion be stnt In the name of the dtt-si-

of the respective provinces to the
mlnUtrallve Council, acting In the

Mpaclty of legislative Council.
drafts of the petitions will be made

fekln and wired to the respective
frounce in dun course. Tou will ln--

your own name as well as those
i the gentry and merchants of tho

jrnvlnce."
Now, who made use of the names of

" citizens? Tho Government, of
eour'. and that Irrespective of any
Hal consent on the part of thosn In-

terested, Moreover, the citizens petl-Zoni-

for a chango In the form of
foiernment were one and all appointed
by the military and civil governors and

rnllltnry commandants of the prov-lr- "i

from among tho officials In the
Provincial capitals. Are they, then,
lthn r partisans? I leave my read-- w

to answer.

kwel. Military Governor of Mukden
and nine others. Whose petitions.

the I Shlh-k'- al Emperor
the military civil governors and

of the gentry' and merchants In
the twenty odd provinces were all
Inserted by the PeWn Government.
Is this the will of the people, the will

the offlclala or the will of the would-b- e

Emperor? I my readers to

On September SI Chu Chl-chu- n,

Minister of the Interior, and others
telegraphed as follows:

"The superintendents In chief of
the election should, therefore, as-

sume a controlling Influence over the
election proceedings end utilize them
to the best advantage. The representa-
tives of the citizens should be elected

'one for each district and wherever
possible among the officials who
are connected with the various Gov- -'

ernment organs In the provincial capl-- 1

tal, so that may be no mlsunder- -

standing as to the real object of
voting." J

This telegram shows beyond a doubt
that the representative organ of the '

citizens was entirely under the "con-
trolling Influence" of high officials and
was "utilized" by them "to the beet
advantage."

On October 7 Chu Chl-chu- n and
nine others wired:

"In the telegrams to be sent by the
general convention of tho citizens' rep-- 1

resentatlves for nominating the Km- -

the following words should be
specifically used: 'Wo respectfully
nominate the present President Yuan j

Shlh-k'- al as Emperor of the Chinese
Empire.' The telegrams Investing tho '

Administrative Council with general
oct on behalf of the gen- -'

eral convention of the citizens' repre- -

sentatives should be despatched In the
name of tho general convention of the j

citizens of the provinces. As for the
telegrams to be sent by the
cial, military and political bodies they

bear as many signatures as pos-

sible. When the enthronement Is
promulgated by edict lettors of con-- 1

gratulatlon from the general conven- - j

tlon of the citizens' representatives, ns i

well as from the commercial, military j

and political bodies, will also have to
be sent In. You are therefore requested
to draw up letters In advance."

From this one can get a clear idc.i
as to how the nomination of Tuan as
Emperor originated, how the Admin-

istrative Council came to be Invested
with general to acl on behalf of
the citizens' representatives, and how
Pekin came to be flooded with tele-
grams of nomination and letters of
congratulation from all the province.)
and all classes of people.

A telegram from the national con-

vention bureau, October 10, reads:
"We trust the superintendents of the

primaries will thoroughly understand
our implied meaning and utilize lie

proceedings suit our purpose. They
should, before the voting, carefully
consider sort of men are those
who are qunllhVd to be elected, and
select those who are good natured and
obsequious and of the mime mind as
ourselves. These are to he considered
os the persons who should be elected,

Tho superintendents will then Judi-

ciously assign their names to the sev-

eral voters, and request to vote
os directed, If they find any difficulty

In carrying out Instruction they
should not Itesltato to use measure
which In e ffect nre coercive, though not

so In appearance,"
From this telegram we may know

how the members of the general con
vention of the citizens' representatives
came to be "elected." "Thoroughly
understand our Implied meaning and
1111117.0 the proceedings to suit our pur-
pose!" Select those who are "obse-
quious!" "Judiciously assign their
names lo the several voters, and re
quest them to vote as directed! " "Meas
ures which are in effect coercive,
though not so lit appearance." What
do phrases nu'an7 And how
many evils were Implied In them?
Were the electors lit any wise free
to elect whom they liked? Had the
representatives liny freedom of opin-
ion? Has such an election eer been

of In ny country at any age?
Cm October 11 Chu Chl-chu- Min-

ister of the Interior, and nine otheru
wheel'

"When the electors of the districts
have reported themselves at the pro-
vincial capital a reception committee
will be appointed or special deputies
sent to meet them and to exchange
views with them. The superintendent
of election should then, tinder cover of
Inviting them to a social gathering or
dinner request their presence at
111 coicou resilience, aim improve in?
occasion by explaining to them the
fundamental principles of monarchical
government, as well as tho general sit-

uation in China, and by making known
to them the names of those who are to
be elected. No stone should bo left
unturned In attaining the object of the
election."

A tetegram from Out Chl-chu- n and
nine others, dated October 26. reads:

"After the form of the state has been
put to a vote the nomination of Yuan
Shlh-k'- as Emperor should be
forthwith without further voting. You
should address the representatives and '

tell them that they should nominatethen, were they? Even names of Yuan as the great
and

those

of
leave

answer.

from

there

peror

powers to

commer- -'

should

these

powers

from

dated

to

what

them

these

these

heard

party,

made

of tho Chinese Empire and that If they
are In favor of the proposal they
should signify their assent by standing
up. As for the exact words
to be Inserted In the letter of nomina-
tion they have been communicated to
you In our telegram on the Sid Inst.
These characters, iforty-flv- e in alt,
must on no account be altered."

Alas! Having copied the telegram
thus far I fall to And words to express
what I In my mind. If you will read
the text Intelligently yon will under--

stand why out of total number of
1,700 and odd votes there was not one
dissenting vote, why all the provinces
sent tho letters of nomination on one
one! tho tamo day, why nil the prov-
inces Invested the Administrative
Council with general powers to act on
behalf ef tho citizens' representatives.
And lastly, you will understand why
in tho letters of nomination from the
provinces tho very some forty-fiv- e

characters were used: "Respectfully
nominate the present President Yuan
Shlh-k'- al as Emperor of the Chinese
Empire. Ho Is appointed by Heaven
to ascend the Throno and to transmit
it to his heirs for 10,000 generations,"
&c. 1h this the will of the people, the
will of the officials or tho will of the
would-b- e Emperor? I leave my read-
ers to answer.

On October 29 the National Conven.
tlon llureau wired:

"If, after receiving our last tele-gra-

you have found any difficulty
la raising money to defray the neces-
sary expenditure (In connection with
the elections), do not hesitate to in-

form this bureau privately, and we
shall do our utmost to help you o

s to enable, you to have a f c hand ftsscd that the scctct documents would
In the matter." "leavn 11 dark spot on tho political

"To have a free linnd'" tn doing history of our country," would "stain
what? "Wo shall do our utmost to the opening pages nf the history of the
help you!" With what funds? 1 need new dynasty," would compromise the
s.iy nothing beyond asking tho foreign dignity of the RUte nnd would not

who have tnulo loans to us eiipo criticism on tho part of foreigners.
and those of our compatriots who have Concerning the chnngo In the form)
subscribed to the third and fourth yeur or government the .National convention
domestic loans, the pavings lottery and , Hiitcuu wind under duto of October 15:
the national salvation fund the follow- - ".Ml formalities In connection with
lug question: "Did you ever expect ' voting should whenever possible be
at the time of subscribing Hint your
mones would be devoted to such
uses?"

of

On October II the Nnt.oiiHl for Internal discontent on,
tlon Hureau follows. tho one hand and for foreign

The future peace nnd of the inirrretence the other."
nation depends upon the diwiuuenti
exchanged between the Government
organs at l'ekln and thosi in the
provinces. Should any of tltesu come
to the notice of the public the blame for
failure to keep otllc.nl secreis Wi'.l lie

so ns
nn

to

ns
on

the

of
to

laid upon us. Moreover, as iiese Knclaml and Itus'la to
concern vet' mini w p..ri in novice to Ac-- ;

tlon the State, they will thev t!on mid" r no
known leave n dark spot on t'le Ins tit ferret!. When nil the votes of'

political history coumr I'pon provinces recom- -
their secrecy depends the shall have
honor and prest.go In the ee of Pel, 11 the Government will of

i,'

v

Yuan of China.

our own people anil ftuelgners. Wc
hope you will appoint one of your al

to be specially
responsible for the safe custody of tho
secret documents."

Again the National Convention
under of Decem-

ber 21:
"No matter how carefully their

meaning documents! secret may
have lieen guarded, still they remain
as permanent which might

us, nnd In tho event of
their becoming tn foreigners, we
ahull not escape severei criticism and
bitter attacks, and, what Is worse,
should they be handed down ns part of
the national records, they will stain tho

',i,.,

tinafter
inifiUliy I l'Ci ,i,,it-
concluded would bo better to
sort nnd burn tho qocuments. You
will, we earnestly hop?, lose nn time In
cautiously and secretly carrying out
our request."

How feel after reading
two telegrams not. For

my own what surprlres mo most
and his partisans con- -

carefully observed, to clothe the
proceedings appearance
leguhtrlty unit furnish an excuse

Coiiven- - mppiessing
telegraphed stopping

safety
telegram from Chu Chl-chu- n and

nine others, (luted November ", reads: j

"A certain foreign Power,
pretest that the Clilneso people are
not one mind and that trouble
nie be oppiehended, has
forced take)

uocunienis me leniiTing i mna.
of In ci" saould circumstances'

become
of our the unanimously

our nitloinl meiidiim enthronement
hoih reached

,..,v.'"-vIV-
;

atMaMSamwamBaaMaMlacta'',

fife- - :MMm

Shih-k'a- i, President

subordinates

Hureau wired elite

the

compromise
known

readers

with

lately

course osieniltily assume a uiveiwg
ami e oinpromlsliig attitude as tn
give due regard lo international rela-
tione, Tiie people, no the either
should show their llrm determination
to proceed with tho mutter at all
so us to let foreign Powers know
that our people urn of one mind, The
effects of the advice tendered by Japan
will Ipso facto conn to naught. Tills
matter should bo tie.tled as stiictly
COIilSiiMitls!,"

Tho (iiiveiiiiiH'iil hail hoped that by
making everything appear better than

wus toreign interiercnce could
be averted. When, however, advice
notuiilly ciiinn from Powers

tiled to rebut by eiuotltig tho so- -

. ....... c.iiieu peopiti s win, i unow not now
iiriiiiiK rh'-- hi' " '" " frieiidlv will' ' ufUldynasty. The central Government , .,

h !'" , 'm
rtn.W.,! ., n..,,ul,I...IIl i II, A mult,,. l, ' ' -

,'tinniri iir ihi.i ,p
that It

out

my
these I know

part
'i that' Yuan

A

under

so

hand,

costs
tho

It really

the I'lvo
It It

sum up wo might say that
Yuan becomes Emperor by holding a
swoid In his riftht hand and a purse
In his left and by drawing together
some of the most unscrupulous men
In the country to do at Ills bid and
call. Tho whole thing .may well be
likened to ii puppet show in whloh a
tuan pulls a string from behind the

t'' iPfV' t nnnoMs nvtv

f

.fa"

The I'rcnleut puds the string and
his len or more favorites move. These
ten or more favorites pull another
string nuei tiie high officials of the
provinces nnd tint Administrative
e'oiiucll move. Tlii'so in turn pull u
third string and the l.Tua and odd un-
principled men, the self-style- d "cltl-tet-

i epresentatlves," move. TJie
shameless anil Infamous nets of those
coiici'tned In tlu monarchical move-
ment uro Innumerable, tin!;.', as no
tuuglble proof has yet been mndn pub-
lic, Yuan Is still n bio to cunningly deny
them,

I conjecture that when at his wil's
end ho wilt diplomatically mid shame-
lessly disown everything by saying
that all the telegrams wero nent by
unscrupulous men on their own re-
sponsibility without the le.ist knowl-
edge on Ills pail, If such were tho
cose Yuan must hnvn been Indeed a
puppet made of clay and wood, devoid
of consciousness! Even If we grnnt
the absurd argument that Yuan was
entirely Ignorant of what was going
on still what about the numerous pub-
lic acts In furtherance of the monarch!-- i

' dot? Cnn Yinn denv nil knnwl- -

y
Liang Ch'i-Ch'ia- o.

of rhem and shift the respun-.-billt- y

to others?
Take the case of the "Society for the

Preservation of Peace." It Is clearly
an illegal body. No amount of argu-
ment can chtold Its members frocn the
extreme penalties imposed by the law
and tho constitution of the hind. Yet
they were permitted to openly defy the.
law. and this even in the heart of tho
mtional capital. That Yuan should
hum been Ignorant of tho affair out
of the question. Why, then, did he
not order the of the Miclety
nnd the arrest of Its members?

Tiiks another Instance. Iteforn the
eleventh day nf November hist, when
the votes fur or against the change In
the form of government wero opened
bv the Administrative Council, the
Government could not have known the
lesult of the voting. Yet the
I.nrenii for the Prepaiatlon of

Ceremonies had already
ieen created in the latter part of Sep.

t"mber last. Its office was established
ri tin1 President's executive niam-io-

and It" 'ilof, as we ll ns its minor offi-
cials, wis appointed by Yuan himself.

fnv Tiifin CIiI.LvaI I'Iiii e'liLnlum
I'liou Tsi'-cIj- i, l.iang Shlh-y- l, Yanir Tu.
Sun n and the rest, they nre

l indeeil men of the1 louest and meanest
i baracter. Their only amliltlon is pe.

ltion nnd money. Still, thoj, ,nc not
midaclous enough to commit Mich
hideous crimes In an underhand way
against the public sentiment of the
v. irld. They die. like a tame dog who,

not dare to bite,
I'or thevsi reasons s;iy that

and Yuan is respuu.ble 1 1 the
fullest cxtetil for tlie vlln Intrigues
ngiilust the republic An
cipal having been ns.-e- t tallied
id it to my fellow
nnd old. ns well n our Intolllsent
and upright friends, toy oplu-Io- n

as to the that should be
formulated him.

remedy has to be tn
in order the may

become once more effective.
Who are

those
ore pro- -

existing Govrri

lie
onth

ti c Mas' his

V.-'i'- IT", ii ". 'i ' ivlll hel
nil" '

i i It U I; r, iot.
simp:., .i .,f miiIm lo to
his mot il si nl.iiienl.. It is i:il the.',

are some fi!nd who
In t'.m dark. wIIHiikIv allonirg

themsehts to l.n iluied by Iiilll Tlrt!
till- kind of man nt t'u be-- i l
of t'le Sl.ite Is a disgrace in he

nallon: that kind of a tniii
sway over one. fourth l

the human lace a disgra n to t j

iiuinau i ace.
There rennltis vei" d

cnicelul nnd henrtrendlnu w n u I

to s.iy to our frleiel
but for whtcn 1 ciinnot help appenhnr
to them. It Is tbl": put
fuur years our hae hrrn to
morally depraved In eerv lei

f Mud nt leat or elgnt whoi
consciences have become peiniled. so
to pea It. It - futile to eonreit this,
ami without fear of ciuilnidirtion f
say t Yuan olone is i esponslble.
Knowing the of human
nature, he fosteis Hikes
of them for his own
Tlioe woo can practise
and lefinc to be used by him ,i
tool either reduced to the

' wretched
from he.iith and homo or foully done

! tu dentil,
he was in power durl'ig th

last few years nf the Mnnohu dynasty
Yuan tegited to similar tart it's lr
coin entritu tlio power In Ins own
hands, unit n that the seeds

nwimmi urn eoan.iaii.i in me limbic r, ..,, , ...,,, ,mMpni ,n,,l,r
Yuan,

iilotie,

should
Clu-ue- o

should

foie.un

Dining

Willie

Since he became President he has
nude things still worse.

Tho lvnsnii why our oppose

the priii-- i " l,n,',,,lf w' f'rl that being
"f ",r llllm:l ''ace we shouldI sub.

vinen' vnun '"" '"ITselves Hlltl Ollr posterity
to

foreign
charges

ng.tlust

- in m.ii : t.-- ,1... ni. i..... f, u, mi n, i nn i
!i it Ts.ii me ant when h said

that "we iuut light to preserve th
iiioinl iracier of our people." Ai

' "" ' moi iuiy oi our people isFrom a legal point of view Yuan's
gulll can bo easily tletermlntti. Hut a'll 11 1110

this is Idle The law of the land. I tl,,il ,'m' ,,Ml'-- the
the weapon with which the State pro- - i Kr,'J"''' l"'r' f ' population being
teets itself against has Ion; ."lulght and unsophisticated.

f v''" " 5r"at of the olM--a dead letter in the hands ,('lals ,,ro "u11 I'ossioii f thetrnone other than the .ulpilt him-- 1

self, so that tin. last .md the imlv eoiisi'ieuct s. l.otwitlistnndlliK that
force - restirlcd
that law be ruvlwil

and
revolutionaries? Who nre

rebels? Are to bo considered
ii'volutlonarlcs who trying to
servo and protect tho

npiicdl

there foreign
are

this
wield

fomcthlni-

hesitate

tin- -

oltlcials
that

weaknesses
nnd advantage

oggrandlement

are mos.
circumstances.

ail
then

citizens

......i
lien.

'! C0ITU!,t ""Icials
tnlk. '""y depraved,

crimes,
become

iii . i iiii- iiene ur less iinnioet .

Uifn Yuan'- - closest friends of thirty
irs standing ham shown their

stiong disapproval of the monarchy
This ,s at. open seuct wli.-- Vantint
escape the notice of even the mosl
IMSU.ll ollsef, er of Clllliese po'ilt Ii . I

tneiit, or those who nit .scheming to '" also niioti the case of my huinbii
nvrrthivw It uiiil to set up n eliainet- - ' r!'lf as mi ii. I have been
rlcally opposite authority In Its place.' j Vutin s colleague for sevn.il years and
Art thoso to be oonsldeied rels'ls who haw helped 1, in wiioleheartid!y
are trying to obey the existing lawi When ine nion.m u, tl iiiop.iguiidii
and Constitution 'if tin land, or thoso i v;i.s ilr.ni st.iricil irml i.ino a u
who nio trying to jet them aside? ngtilu to dissuade li.ni ftniii his poltcj ,

These ciiestions aro so simple that '"it nil lo no purpose. Im not im.tg-the- y

can be answeted offhitnd b a -- 'n that I now Hod it .i puMsuie to
!.,ily, iieiiitl,v.e '.nil .No' My conreMcuct,

If we read the seeret telegrams cure-- ' telis ftie t'.ni I .lnni'd remain silei t
fully In thi Unlit fif tl crVenta of tho!"" IctK ' Tnongli r.oi a brilli.in1
last few mnitlis we Canltot etouht but I vvttfer. f h.!ie tli.it every word of
that It is Yuan and hrs conspirators' u- -- v s siutlnif;itu of :t o

art the revolutionaries nnd rebels tlon.
Such being tho case. It Is the elutv f la opu.-.n- Yuan our people are
every public servant tn put forth h.s tring to g i nl of one who is no more
utinoat strength to eiiiell tin rebellion Hia i .i Pallor according to the law
and to bring home the crime to those of tl. i.nul and an arch enemy of hu
Involved in inaiiilv , oidlng to the ettilcs of nnc

Tliroughout his career Yuan ne r.inuiul code. Wo w 11 not tdilrk our
said what ho meant, and never meam Imperative dut, so long n h drop or
what ho said, ho that his words hiuol blood Is ett ill our vnins. Kor the

len Iticeuislsleut with Ids toratlon of peace and order two, and
deeds Ills fondness for pertldy and i only two, courses aro open to Yuan,
skill In carrying it out makes hltn tho I One is for hhn to resign his pieset
greatest hypocrite the world has ev r position, the other to slaughter tb
Eoon. 'gt filler pint of I lie people, t Hir fet.

Twice on nssiiinlng office solemnly
swoie the of oyalt Tsvlce he
broke It, treating It as If It were noth-- I

ITe dnred to elrcel'--

N

ns

banished

s

M

ent bopo is that tho ftlemiiy nu
tlons will not Interfere in favor of
either side, but will leiw in to wnrl,
nut our own .i'vi", n


